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E PORTAGE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 


9971 Diagonal Road Mantua, Ohio 44255 
216-274-8240 
28 April 1995 
To: Secretary, FCC 


Washington, D.C. 20554 RECEIVED 


RE: RM 8626 P 
Q Dear Sirs: DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL MAY= 41995 


The Portage Amateur Radio Club, Inc. would 1i KCC MAIL ROOM on the 
proposed changes put forth by Mr. Maia, W5YI. The Portage Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc. is a club with 106 current members. The club supports 
the local ARES group and is active in the volunteer exam program 
dating back to its inception. The club provides classes’ in amateur 
radio and also provides many services to both our local area and the 
amateur community. 

Many of the members of the club use the information and the code 
practice transmitted on the HF bands. In addition the local ARES group 
is very active in the Sky-Warn program where information on severe 
weather is transmitted to the local National Weather Service office 
and bulletins about local weather are often transmitted to Sky—-Warn 
participants via the Ohio Section ARES frequency at 3.875 MHz. 

The importance of the code practice and bulletin system are deemed 
to be growing by most of our members. It has been interesting to note 
that many amateurs who are trying to improve their code proficiency 
find the broadcast code practice a preferred source of material. In 
addition the scheduled practice sessions provide a regimentation to 
their studies. The availability of the scheduled bulletins is also 
considered to be extremely important in that everyone knows where to 
look for information. This information is then made available on many 
local UHF/VHF frequencies. While much of the information in the 
bulletins is also available via packet the continued dissemination of 
this material via the HF bulletins is considered to be extremely 
important in the event of major failures in the UHF/VHF data links. 

Mr. Maia, W5YI, sites the availability of the code programs and 
electronic mail, etc. to computer users as a replacement for the on 
the air code practice and bulletins. While many may use this approach 
the majority of the amateurs in our group do not. Less than 50% of our 
club’s membership own computers, of those who do, only 4 are active on 
any form of electronic mail. 

When the subject was brought up, the above comments were made 
concerning the need to keep the current rules in place. In addition 
there was concern that if the rules were changed and there was a major 
wide area disaster we would not be able to legally disseminate 
information to those operating in the effected area. 

A motion was made instructing the secretary to cite the above 
information and recommend to the FCC that the petition by Fred Maia, 
W5YI, be dismissed as not being in the best interest of the amateur 
radio service and the people of United States of America. The motion 
was seconded and passed unanimously at the club meeting on April 26, 
1995. 

Respectfully submitted, 


jaune Lahek KIB) 
OS Joanne Solak, KJ30/8 A 
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